Leaves of Dodonaea viscose Linn are used in the treatment of gout and rheumatism. This present work deals with pharmacognostical studies such as leaf constants, ash values, extractive values and also preliminary phytochemical studies of leaves of Dodonaea Viscosa Linn.
INTRODUCTION
The Plant Dodonaea Viscosa Linn is a shrub, rarely a small tree with erect twiggy branches often angled, belonging to Sapindaceae family 1 . It is found through out India, from the Indus eastwards to Ceylon and Malacca. The leaves are used in the treatment of gout and rheumatism. The leaves are subjected to pharmacognostical studies like determination of leaf constant, ash values, extractive values and preliminary phytochemical studies.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The leaves of Dodonaea Viscosa Linn were collected at Thiruthangal, Virudhunagar District, Tamil Nadu, India.
It was identified and tested by taxonomist. The leaves were separated and dried under shade, pulverized by wooden grinder, passed through sieve no. 40 and stored in a closed vessel.
The macroscopical characters of leaves were observed.
The leaf constants such as stomatal number, Stomatal index, vein islet number, vein termination number and palisade ratio were studied 2 . The physiochemical constants were determined by pharmacopeial methods 3 .
The successive extraction of the powder was done by continuous hot percolation method using Soxhlet apparatus. The various solvents used such as petroleum ether, benzene, chloroform, ethanol and water 4 .
The preliminary phytochemical studies of different extracts were performed 5, 6 . 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

